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Norwegian mother wins asylum in Poland
Norway
Oliver Moody Berlin

A Norwegian woman and her young
daughter have been granted asylum in
Poland because she feared that social
services in her home country would try
to separate them.
Silje Garmo, 37, and Eira, 23 months,
are thought to be the first Norwegians
to be accepted as refugees in another
European country since the Second
World War.
Norway’s child protection agency,
known as the Barnevernet, has been
criticised for allegedly being too hasty
to separate children and parents. The
service is the subject of six cases at the
European Court of Human Rights.
Ms Garmo, the daughter of a former

MP, fled to Warsaw in May last year
after social workers apparently accused
her of abusing painkillers, leading a
“chaotic” life and suffering from chronic fatigue. She denies the allegations
and says the authorities searched her
flat without a warrant after she left. Her
older daughter, Froya, 13, remains in
Norway with her former boyfriend.
Jan-Aage Torp, a Pentecostal pastor
in Oslo who has taken up Ms Garmo’s
case, said that Mateusz Morawiecki, the
Polish prime minister, had stepped in to
ensure that she was given asylum.
“There’s no doubt that when Poland
intervened it was not without the risk of
losing certain privileges in its relationship with Norway,” Mr Torp said.
The Barnevernet has faced heavy
criticism from Christian organisations,

Silje Garmo fled with Eira in May 2017

human rights campaigners and governments, including those of Russia and
India, for a series of cases in which it
ordered children to be taken into care.
In 2011 two Czech boys were taken
from their parents after their father was
accused of sexually abusing them. The
father was later acquitted but his child-

ren were separated and placed with
Norwegian families.
Marit Skivenes, director of the
Centre for Research on Discretion and
Paternalism at the University of Bergen, said there was little empirical evidence that the system was any more
draconian in Norway than in other rich
countries. Just over ten out of every
1,000 children in Norway have been
placed in care, compared with nine in
Germany and six in the UK.
Christian groups tended to focus on
isolated cases, Professor Skivenes said.
“[The Barnevernet] has got a bad reputation and then it is easy for people to
believe stories that this is a state that
kidnaps children.”
Linda Hofstad Helleland, the Norwegian children’s minister, would not

comment on Ms Garmo’s case, but said
that children’s services tried to help
families “function better and live together”. She added: “Placing a child in
alternative care is a measure of last
resort. The service should always first
try to help the parents.”
The Norwegian foreign ministry said
that Ms Garmo’s case would not alter its
“close co-operation” with Poland.
Its Polish counterpart confirmed Ms
Garmo and her daughter had been
granted asylum. “The ministry took
into account the constitutional guarantees regarding the protection of motherhood and parenthood, protection of
family life, protection of parents and
parental authority against the arbitrariness of public authority, and protection
of the child’s rights,” a spokesman said.
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Police to clear
yellow vests’
roadblocks
France
Charles Bremner Paris

Police were ordered yesterday to clear
gilets jaunes protesters from motorway
exits and roundabouts they have been
occupying around France for a month.
Christophe Castaner, the interior
minister, said that the authorities had
run out of patience with rural activists
who set up encampments and barriers
on November 17.
It began as a protest over planned fuel tax rises but rapidly became an expression of anger against the government as a whole. The movement has
dwindled since President Macron
made concessions a week ago, but
about 100 roundabouts and several
motorway access roads remain closed
or partially blocked. Arson attacks continued, with two motorway toll stations
set on fire on Sunday near the southern
towns of Beziers and Manosque.
Mr Castaner noted that eight people
had died in the blockade, almost all in
traffic accidents. “That’s enough. For
the safety of the gilets jaunes [yellow
vests], of our citizens, for the security of
the police. You can’t carry on paralysing
the French economy,” he said.
By evening, police had moved protesters away from several points before
dismantling their huts and barriers,
many of which were made with old
tyres. Police moved protesters out of
the motorway toll area that they had
been occupying at Barque, near Aix-enProvence. The demonstrators gathered
at a roundabout further down the road.
The Vinci company, which operates
2,700 miles of motorways, said yesterday that repairing the damage would
cost “tens of millions of euros”. At least
six buildings were burnt down, 15 toll
stations destroyed and 33 vehicles
wrecked.
As the government rushed to implement €10 billion of measures to appease protesters, Édouard Philippe, the
prime minister, admitted: “We have
made mistakes. We haven’t listened
enough to the French people. We’ve
understood the message. They want us
to go faster when improving purchasing
power and they want to be associated
with the decision-making process.”
The impact of his words was dulled
by Gilles Le Gendre, parliamentary
leader of La République En Marche, Mr
Macron’s party, who said that the government had probably been “too clever,
too subtle, too technical”. The claim
triggered a torrent of abuse on the gilets
jaunes’ social media accounts.

Botticelli
brings on
heart attack

A

man who had a
heart attack
while gazing at a
Botticelli
masterpiece is

the latest victim of a
condition some say is
caused by intense artistic
experience (Tom Kington
writes).
The Italian was standing
in front The Birth of Venus,
Botticelli’s 15th-century
depiction of the goddess
emerging from the sea, in
the Uffizi Gallery in
Florence on Saturday.
Luckily, two cardiologists
were also visiting, and the

unnamed art lover is
recovering in hospital.
He is thought to have
succumbed to Stendhal’s
Syndrome, a phenomenon
named after the
19th-century French writer
who described palpitations,
fear of falling and “a sort of
ecstasy” after seeing the
“sublime beauty” of the
Basilica di Santa Croce in
the same city. It was named
by an Italian psychiatrist,

Botticelli’s The Birth of Venus
is considered a Renaissance
masterpiece, and is one of the
world’s most famous paintings

Graziella Magherini, who
noted 106 cases in Florence
between 1977 and 1986.
Symptoms can range from
dizziness to fainting and
hallucinations.
Hospitals in Florence are
used to the condition, and
guards at the Uffizi have

two defibrillators. Eike
Schmidt, the gallery’s
director, said that in 2016 a
man had an epileptic fit in
front of Botticelli’s
Primavera, and that this
year a visitor fainted by
Caravaggio’s Medusa. “This
is the proof: art influences
reality,” he said.
Mr Schmidt said that he
had never seen the
condition while working
in the US.

Bones of guillotined aristocrats found under chapel
Adam Sage Paris

The remains of people guillotined in
the French Revolution have been discovered in a secret chamber under a
chapel built to commemorate Louis
XVI and his wife, Marie Antoinette.
Among the bones found beneath the
Expiatory Chapel in Paris are thought
to be those of Olympe de Gouges, a
writer widely considered to be the
founder of French feminism. She was
beheaded in Paris in 1793 at the start of
the Reign of Terror. Historians have

argued that the site is also likely to
contain the remains of Jeanne du Barry,
mistress of Louis XV, Louis XVI’s
predecessor, and of Charlotte Corday,
a 24-year-old aristocrat who stabbed
Jean-Paul Marat, a fanatical revolutionary, to death while he was having
a bath. Both women were guillotined
in 1793.
The discovery was made by Aymeric
Peniguet de Stoutz, the chapel’s administrator, and by Philippe Charlier, a
forensic scientist. Mr Charlier pushed a
miniature camera under the chapel and

came across a hidden chamber containing the bones.
Historians said there was little doubt
that the remains belonged to victims of
the revolution. The site was once home
to the Madeleine Cemetery, where
those beheaded at the time were buried.
An estimated 17,000 people were guillotined across France during the terror.
The bodies of Louis XVI and Marie
Antoinette, who were killed in 1793,
were exhumed from the Madeleine
Cemetery 21 years later after the restoration of the monarchy in France and

transferred to Saint-Denis Basilica.
The Expiatory Chapel was built on the
site of the cemetery at that time, and it
had long been assumed that the remains of those buried in the graveyard
had disappeared.
Now it is clear that they were hidden
in the secret chamber under the chapel.
Mr Charlier said that he had no intention of extracting the bones and
subjecting them to DNA tests to verify
their identity. “It would take an endless
amount of time, cost a fortune and be
very debatable,” he said.

